Transformation Initiatives - Agritourism

The goal of ASA is to unite farming and tourism with income generation












Agritourism South Africa wishes to express their
view on farm murders.

They are not racially motivated, but purely
committed by criminals.

We trust that the police and army will give their
immediate attention to resolving the murders of
all South Africans.









Socio-Economic Development in Rural South Africa through Agritourism

* Improved utilisation of both natural and built rural resources

* Enhancement of environmental conservation and management
* Promotion of rural products

e Support for rural traditions and cultural initiatives

* Development of Agricultural areas

* Development of Youth and Social Tourism

* Enhancement of the relationship between city and countryside


















So what are the issues Iin preventing Agritourism playing a major
role in Tourism Iin South Africa?

* Uncertainty (more about this later in the presentation) as it affects farmers
* Minimal investment in Rural areas and on farms
* Domestic tourism is declining

* Rural communities throughout SA are declining and poverty is increasing —
“Agriculture 2017 Market Intelligence report”

* Lack of government support

* Lack of tourism industry support because “urbanites” do not understand
how serious the problems in Agriculture are and how they will affect the
whole country, for example, drought

* Farm murders
* Gender inequality in Agriculture






Responsible Tourism is an
approach, not a product!

Agriculture workers make up 6% of the
workforce, higher than those employed in the
Mining sector, but on a par with those
employed In the Transport sector. Tourism
employs 4.5% of the total workforce.












Transformation in Agriculture

Operation Phakisa
Four key labour stream initiatives:
Training

Land ownership
Agro-preneurship

S

Work opportunities









84 000 jobs lost in the Agricultural sector — first 6 months of 2017















So what is all the fuss?

* Some black farmers leasing land from the government are

hesitant about making improvements as th

ey worry that the

land will be taken away from them and given to people with

political connections.

* According to Nerpo, only about 5% of smal
own their farms. The rest, it says, producec

holder farmers
under

“precarious land-tenure arrangements” eit
from the state (15%) or on communal land

ner on land leased
(80%).

* The loss by Emerging farmers last year through stock theft

was valued at R180 million (NERPO)






R160 million invested in Agriculture using money deposited in banks i.e.
expropriation without compensations will cost ordinary citizens R160 million

Commercial banks R80.04 billion; Land Bank R37.80 billion; Agricultural Co-operatives R9.34 billion

































Through membership of Agbiz & Agri SA

AASA is involved in the following programmes:

AgriSeta

BUSA

AgriBEE
Agri-Colleges
Gender Commission
Agri-villages

NERPO

AFASA
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Agritourism South Africa

1. We assist in educating all South African consumers on what farmers
do, how food is grown/produced by working with various
stakeholders.

2. We help dispel negative perceptions of ordinary citizens about the
agricultural sector by supporting Youth programs that target the
youth.

3. We have several Emerging farmers (information is on our website)
that we assist in Agritourism initiatives.

4. We assist in creating a relevant and accessible Agritourism
intelligence environment to support a viable network of Agritourism
participants.






What does AASA offer its Emerging farmers?

Communication opportunities
Website listing

Networking

Research

Information sharing

Advocacy
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Best Practices



PLEA TO THE TOURISM BODIES/ASSOCIATIONS

* Booking sites — information must be truthful — say things as they are
* Complaints from international visitors and journalists

* Need for all establishments to be graded

* Security

* The Tourism industry needs to acknowledge that unless they support
Rural Tourism, there will be SEVERE consequences — NOT ENOUGH
FOOD TO FEED SOUTH AFRICANS, NEVER MIND TOURISTS!

* Population in Africa will double by 2050. We will be the highest
populated continent in the world.

* ACTION, NOT WORDS, IS REQUIRED BY THE TOURISM INDUSTRY'!












